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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To perform quickly adequate welding 
irrespectively of a shape and to improve working 
efficiency in production of a fuel tank for an 
automobile by bending and butting the flange parts of 
two container members formed of metallic sheets having 
intricate shapes and subjecting the same to copy welding 
by a laser beam. 

CONSTITUTION: A fuel tank 1 for an automobile has an 
extremely intricate shape and is formed by bending and 
butting first two flange parts 11a, 12a by means of 
rollers 2a, 2b. A long focus laser beam 3 is then 
irradiated to the butt parts in a way as to trace said 
parts by which the butt parts are welded. Since the butt 
parts are easily copy-welded irrespectively of the shape 
of the tank and the shape of the butt parts, the working 
efficiency is improved with stabler quality. 
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